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Dynamics of water relations and recalcitrant behaviour of
jackfruit (Artocarpus heterophyllus ) seeds

B S SHEELA AND NABEESA SALIM

SUMMARY

In order to study the desiccation sensitivity and water relations pertaining to recal citrant behaviour of jackfruit seeds which contain
very high M C (50%), the seeds were stored in different storage conditions like room-open (30+2°C), room-polythene (30+2°C) and
refrigerator (4-8°C). The moisture content and germination percentage were determined at regular interval s of storage. During open air
storage, these seeds remained viable only for 12 days and the moisture content was decreased resultantly the viability was lost when
the M C reached below acritical level (32%). Room-polythene storage was found to be more effective since the seeds remained viable
for about four months. In refrigerator-storage al so viability wasretained up to about four months. The data confirmed the recal citrant
nature of jackfruit seeds and interpreted in terms of distribution of moisture content superimposed with viability loss and metabolic
changesthat occur during storage.
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